Atoms-the smallest particle of an element that retains the properties of that element.

Atoms are made up of protons, neutrons and electrons.  Protons are positive, neutrons are neutral, and electrons are negative.

The nucleus contains the protons and the neutrons.  The electrons float around the nucleus.  

Look at the periodic table.  Find carbon.


The 6 is the atomic number and is equal to the number of protons.

The 12.011 is the atomic mass, which is equal to the number of protons plus neutrons.  It’s rounded to the nearest whole number, 12.

The number of neutrons, therefore, equals the rounded mass, minus the atomic number (protons).

The number of electrons equals the number of protons.
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