Stream Development

· as a stream develops, it changes in:

· Shape

· Width

· Size

· The landscape over which it flows

* Must have an adequate supply of water

Headwaters- where water first accumulates to supply a stream.


-Most common place is high in the mountains

Stream channel- narrow pathway moving water carves into the sediment over time.


*Channel widens and deepens as more and more water accumulates and cuts.

Stream banks- confines of the stream channel that the moving water is held in by.

2 types of stream erosion:

1. Headward- process by which streams erode away the rock or soil at the head of a stream.  *Lengthens the stream

2. Stream capture (piracy) - process by which a stream erodes its way through high area separating two drainage basins, joins another stream, and draws away its water.

Stream Valleys

Have steep sides and sometimes form Canyons or gorges.

Example:  Grand Canyon and the Colorado River

*Lowest possible base level for any stream is sea level

Meandering Streams

As streams develop from V-shaped to U shaped valleys, the volume of water and the amount of sediment that they are able to carry increases.

Meander- a bend or curve in a stream channel caused by moving water. (pg. 224-225)


*

Bed load: consist of sand pebbles and cobles that the streams water can roll or push along the bed of the stream.

Discharge: the measure of the volume of stream water that flows over a particular location within a given period time.

Divide: Elevated land that divides one watershed, or drainage basin, from another.

Flood: Devastating natural occurrence in which water spills over the sides of streams banks into adjacent land areas.

Floodplain: flat areas that extends out from a stream’s bank and is cover by excess water during times of flooding. 

Runoff-water running down a slope

Solution: What material is carried in after it dissolves into the water.

Suspension: all particles small enough to be held up by the turbulence of a streams moving water

Watershed: drainage basin.

Meander- cure or bend in a stream found when a stream slop decreases, water builds up in the stream channel, and moving water erodes away the sides of the streambed. 

Delta- triangular deposit that forms where a stream enters a large body of water

****Define the following using chapter 9: 

Meander- 

Rejuvination-

Stream Bank-

Stream Channel-

Eutrophication- 

Lake-

Wetland-

