Mrs. Palmer’s Online Blog

The blog’s purpose:  to get you thinking about scientific stuff OUTSIDE the classroom:  real world stuff that affects you now, or may affect when you get older.  Additionally, many college classes are going to a web-type format, where you post assignments, comments and responses online.  This blog gets you prepared for those types of college classes. 

What/When/Where:  You will choose a nickname:  something no one else will recognize (don’t use your “normal” nickname).  When you log on, you will use your nickname; this will allow your responses to be anonymous.  I will show you how to log on to do this in class, but the expectation is that you will finish this blog outside of class.  You can log on from home or from a school computer during Homework Seminar or before or after school.  They are always posted on a Monday, and then due that same Friday at 3:30pm.  This will not be a weekly assignment, as it was last year; however, there will be several due during each quarter.  The due dates will be posted on my whiteboard, as well as on my school web page.  Please do not wait until Thursday night or Friday during the day, in case you have technical problems.  If you DO have technical difficulties, please see me right away and Mr. Hilton and I will try to figure it out.  If you have NOT seen me to let me know you are having problems, your blog will be late and will not be accepted.  

The blog’s grading:  you are graded on your quality AND quantity of comments.  THOUGHTFULLY reply (meaning…more than 5 sentences), and you’ll probably get a decent grade.  Write only a sentence or two, and you’ll get a poor score.  I do not grade you on WHAT your opinion is….just whether you have one and if you expressed it well and in depth.  Each week is worth 10 points.  It’s an easy 10 points…if you do it, and do it well.  

IMPORTANT STUFF TO KNOW:

1) NO LATE RESPONSES WILL BE ACCEPTED.  PERIOD.  NO EXCUSES.  
(Do it early enough that you can check it a day later from a different computer to see if your post is there.)

2) Questions will go up on MONDAY, and you will have until that same FRIDAY at 3:30pm to respond.  

3) In order to keep the blog entries by date order, JUST ENTER A NEW MESSAGE.  DO NOT FIND MY QUESTION AND HIT REPLY.  Only use “reply” if you are replying specifically to someone else’s response.

Don’t forget to put your “nickname” in the name spot, MY email address (wpalmer@meposchools.org) in the email address spot, and the school’s website in the “url” spot.  You will be shown more than once how to get to the blog through my page on the school’s website.  


Please sign the following as acknowledgement that you received this BLOG notice.  Take it home and have a parent or guardian sign also.  Cut off the bottom along the dotted line and turn this in. Keep the top part to refer to if you have questions.

Student name________________________  Student signature ___________________________

Parent name_________________________  Parent signature ____________________________

Date____________________________

Mrs. Palmer’s science classes








