Course Syllabus

Earth Science
Mr. Pierson

Spring 2011
Daily Procedures:

You are expected to be in your seat, quiet, and equipped with a pencil or pen, paper, and a positive attitude each day we have this class.  Refer to the student handbook for other school procedures pertaining to classroom behaviors.

Projects:

-There are several projects that will require a fair amount of research and proper research techniques.  These projects may be in small groups, partners, or individual.

-In the case of partner or group projects absences tend to be detrimental to the group.  It is your responsibility as a group to be prepared for individual member absences the day of presentations.

-If the individual is absent, unexcused, then that individual will suffer the consequences.

-If the individual is absent, excused, and the group presented without the person present, that individual will be allowed the proper time to present to me their part of the project without penalty.

Grading:  There will be multiple assessments in this course ranging from daily assignments to research projects.  Grades will be calculated by dividing the total points earned by the total points possible.  The grading scale is posted on the marker board in the back of the room for reference.  It is also posted in the student handbook.

You will need a folder to keep your graded work in.  It is recommended that you keep track of your grade at all times.  You will be required to keep tests and quizzes in this folder.  IT IS IMPORTANT FOR YOU TO KEEP YOUR TESTS AND QUIZZES!

-I will drop your lowest quiz score at the end of each quarter.

-Daily assignments are usually worth 2 points, quizzes are usually worth 10 points, and exams will be worth 25-50 points.

The greatest amount of credit that may be earned on assignments turned in late is 0.  It is highly important to turn in assignments when or before they are due.

Eligibility:

If you fail to turn in an assignment by 8:00 am Friday morning, then your name will be submitted to the office as “incomplete for Physical Science” for the following week until that assignment is turned in to me.  

If your total grade for the class is 59% or below you will be listed as failing physical science for the following week, and each subsequent week until your overall grade reaches 60% or above.  For example, if your grade for the course is 59% or below on Thursday, and the following Tuesday it become 60% or above, you are still considered as failing for that week.

Notes:

-Your lowest quiz score will not be dropped until the end of the quarter.

-If you are caught cheating on an exam or quiz you will receive a 0 for that quiz or exam, no questions asked.  You will also receive a Saturday school.

-If a substitute teacher for discipline reasons leaves your name you will receive a Saturday school.

3 Rules:

1. Be Here- the biggest reason people have not done well in this class is because they were absent too much.

2. Be Responsible- accept the consequences of your actions, whether it is good or bad.  For example, if you do well on a test be happy about your accomplishment.  If you didn’t do so well on a quiz/test/assignment then accept that how you prepared didn’t work and develop a better plan for next time.

3. Be Real- you will get out of this class what you put into it.

