Math – Mrs. Syfert
Class Expectations
1. Students are expected to be in your assigned seat by the time the class period has begun.  If they are not in their assigned seat they are tardy.
2. Students are expected to bring their text, paper, pen, pencil, and calculator to class with them.  These things, along with any homework, should be out on their desk directly after sitting down.
3. Students are expected to take notes over material presented during class.  Notes will often be very similar to the homework and will be extremely useful.
4. Students will respect the rights of other students to learn and function comfortably in the classroom.  Any attempt to infringe on these rights will be handled accordingly.
5. Due dates are to be met by all students.  Incomplete and/or late assignments will be given partial credit.  Any cheating will result in a 0.  
Grading

· Tests and quizzes will be worth approximately 60-70% of your quarter grade.  A test with a grade of D or F may be retaken within 5 school days for an improved grade –average of the two scores, but no higher than a C.  This option is only available if all assignments have been completed.
· Homework/participation will be worth approximately 30-40% of your quarter grade.  Participation points will be awarded for presenting a homework problem three times during the quarter.  Students will be given points for attempting the warm-ups.  Participation and warm-up points are given at the end of the quarter.  
· Homework will be checked in class.  I will spot check - please check your assignments accurately.  If you do not hear an answer or are confused, please ask me to repeat or explain the answer.  Assignments are due at the beginning of class.  Late work is worth half credit.  After 5 school days past due date the score is a 0.  If an assignment is not complete it will be docked a point.

Most homework assignments are worth 5 points.  How to earn points:



75-100% of the homework is correct = 5



50-74.9% of the homework is correct = 4



25-49.9% of the homework is correct = 3



0-24.9% of the homework is correct = 2



A 1 is reserved for late or incomplete work.

· Semester Test is worth 20% of the final grade.
· Extra Credit:  Retaking a test is the most common form of extra credit.  Additional extra credit is provided occasionally and is something that relates to the topic being covered.  Extra credit will not be used to buy a grade at the end of the grading period.
· Grading scale is in your student handbook and on the back bulletin board.
When you can get help

1. During homework seminar.
2. Before and after school.
3. During my prep period.  This semester my preps are ___  and ___.
Tips for a successful math experience.

1. Keep up with the work.

2. Prepare for test/quizzes by doing problems similar to those you will see on the test/quiz.

3. Check your work and answers before turning things in and correct mistakes.
4. Ask questions.  I do not know you are confused if you do not let me know.
*I reserve the right to alter these policies to meet changes in the school policy or classroom.

Class Procedures
1. Every day I will have the day, date, and agenda on the board. 

2. Most classes will start with a warm-up problem.  You are responsible for putting the warm-up on your assignment that will be turned in.  If we do not have an assignment to turn in, put the warm-up at the top of your next assignment.  You will receive credit for doing these warm-ups.  Please clearly mark the warm-up so you do not lose points.

3. Please use the bathroom and pencil sharpener before class begins.  If your lead breaks during class, use the least disruptive path to get to the pencil sharpener.  

4. If you are ill and think you might need tissues during class, get a couple before class begins.

5. If you are ever tardy, please place your pass on my desk and quietly go to your desk and get out your materials.  If we are checking homework, put a note at the top of your paper and then start checking from where we are.  

6. If you were absent, it is your responsibility to get the assignment from a classmate or off the webpage.  If the assignment was a worksheet, please see me.  The notes are posted on our class webpage.  Please go through the notes so you are prepared before coming to me with questions.  Your student handbook has the homework policy for absences.

7. Please put late/make-up work in the designated tray on my desk.
8. If you finish your homework during class, please work on other homework or read your RAPP book.

9. If we are still working on something at the end of class, I will dismiss you.  We will leave when we are finished with all necessary tasks.  Please do not pack up your materials until I have told you we are done.  It is difficult to hear someone when papers are rustling and bags are zipping.

10. I plan to return papers daily.  I will do this while you work on homework.  This way I will be moving around in case you have questions about the homework.  If I do not return the papers, feel free to remind me.

11. Quizzes and tests will not be returned until everyone has taken it.  Your scores will be online as soon as I finish grading them, but you will not see the graded paper until everyone has taken the test or quiz.

12. Your tests and quizzes will be kept in a folder in this room.  At the end of each quarter you will receive a grade for keeping this folder up to date.  You will be allowed to use this folder to study for tests, especially the semester tests.  You will also keep your Knowledge Charts in the folder.

13. Notes and assignments will be posted daily on this class’s webpage.

14. During any announcement, all talking needs to stop so anyone who needs to hear the announcement can.

15. In the case that you are ever suddenly ill, please go directly to the bathroom.  If you need to see the nurse, you must have a pass from me.

16. No food allowed during class.  Water is the only drink allowed.  If you need a snack or drink from the water fountain, please do so before the start of class.

17. If you are in need of any materials for class, please see me.
Advice From Prior Students
· Take detailed notes.  

· Be more involved in the lesson.  

· Keep listening, even when I’m confused.

· Ask questions during lesson and homework.  

· Get more involved in the homework on the board.  

· Do homework with more care/take my time.  

· I could have double checked my answers.  

· Try to understand instead of just getting answers.    

· Get my work done.  

· Try not to miss class.  

· Ask for help when I’m gone.  

· Look over the chapter more.    

· Study at home (look at notes and do some practice problems).  

· I could have tried harder.  

· Look at the book more often.  

· Come in for help.   

· Do the extra credit. 
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I have received, read, and understand the class expectations, grading policy, and

procedures for (student’s name)____________________ math class with Mrs. Syfert.


Student Signature ____________________________


Parent Signature _____________________________


Preferred Way to Contact:  (circle one)
email

 phone
 in-person


Current Contact Information:  _______________________________
